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Introduction

The Confederation of Canadian Unions (CCU) was founded in 1969 on the initiative of Kent Rowley and 
Madeleine Parent, both of whom have been called by authors and historians as two of the finest labour 
organizers in our country’s history.

The CCU includes almost 20,000 members in affiliated unions in both the public and private sectors 
throughout the country.

This logo represents the CCU’s commitment of a democratic, independent Canadian labour movement 
free of the influence of American-based international unions. 

This document provides an overview of the graphic standards for the CCU and use of its logo in print 
and online formats.  The CCU logo and other graphic elements featured on its website and various social 
media outlets are made available for anyone to use for non-commercial purposes only.  
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History

The CCU logo was designed in May 1970 by artist Mel Johnston, featuring a red “U” under two red 
“C’s”, surrounding a maple leaf, highly similar to the one used in the Canadian flag.  The first draft was 
mailed to then-CCU secretary-treasurer Ken Rowley along with a letter, in which Johnston wrote the logo 
should be “simple and strong.”  This version of the logo was accepted by the CCU executive in early 
1971.

A digitalized version was created in 2010 by graphic designer Sean Cain, and is used on the CCU web-
site, social media and elsewhere online.  Originally the “Council of Canadian Unions,” the organization 
took its present name in 1973.



Display Colours

The CCU logo should be displayed in red where possible.  On darker backgrounds, the white version 
can be used, while on white or very light backgrounds, the red version would be preferable, but the rich 
black version can be used.  

CCU Red

#9e0b0f
CMYK = 0, 100, 100, 40
RGB = 158, 11, 15
Pantone = 7621 C

Rich Black

#000005
CMYK = 60, 40, 40, 100
RGB = 0, 0, 5
Pantone = Black 6 C

White

#ffffff
CMYK = 0, 0, 0, 0
RGB = 255, 255, 255
Pantone = 179-1 C



Titles 

The title “Confederation of Canadian Unions” may be used either to the right or under the graphic ele-
ment of the CCU logo, in English, French or bilingual.  Regardless of the colour of the graphic element, 
only black text should be used, unless on a dark background, when both the graphic element and the 
text should be white. 

Confederation of 
Canadian Unions

Confederation des 
syndicats canadiens

Text on Right

Confederation of Canadian Unions
Confederation des syndicats canadiens



Text Underneath

Confederation of Canadian Unions

Confederation des syndicats canadiens

Confederation of Canadian Unions
Confederation des syndicats canadiens



Font Use 

The font used alongside the graphic element of the CCU logo is Avenir Medium, a geometric sans-serif 
typeface designed by Adrian Frutiger in 1987 and released in 1988 by Linotype GmbH.  The word “ave-
nir” is French for “future”. As the name suggests, the family takes inspiration from the geometric style 
of sans-serif typeface developed in the 1920s that took the circle as a basis, such as Erbar and Futura.



Guidelines

Avoid the following mistakes when using the CCU Logo.  

Do not use colours or 
shades other than red, 
black and white

Do not use fonts other 
than Avenir Medium

Do not add backgrounds 
to the logo

Do not distort the 
logo into other 
dimensions

Confederation 
of Canadian 
Unions

Confederation of Canadian Unions

Do not arrange the 
text in styles other 
than those specified 
above



Formats

For web and social media, use PNG (Portable Network Graphics) with a transparent background.  
 
For printing (on flags, T shirts, stationary and swag, etc.), use vector-based EPS (Encapsulated Post-
Script) with outlines.

The CCU logo is designed to be used at the size provided, and can usually be reduced or enlarged no 
more than 20 percent to maintain high image resolution. Always check your use of the CCU logo care-
fully to make sure it renders clearly and at high resolution in your communication medium. 
 
The logo (PNG versions) can be downloaded from the CCU website at https://ccu-csc.ca/about/me-
dia-and-logos/.

If you need larger or higher resolutions versions of the CCU logo, the EPS versions, or have any ques-
tions, please contact Sean Cain at media@ccu-csc.ca.

Do not use drop 
shadows or other 
transparency effects

Do not use fonts in 
colours or shades 
other than black or 
white
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